
526 MINES AND MINERALS 

The total volume of mineral output attained » wartime peak in 1941 when the pro
duction index* stood at 132. Principally because of the steady recession in the mining of 
gold and other principal metals during the next five years the index gradually declined 
and reached a ten year low point of 97 in 1946. Since then, sharp gains in the production 
of petroleum and other non-metals together with moderate increases in metals output, 
resulted in a sustained advance to a record high level of 210 in 1954. 

4.—Indexes of the Volume of Production of the Principal Mining Industries 1945-54 

(1935-39=100) 

NOTE.—Comparable figures from 1935 are given in the 1954 Year Book, p. 523. 
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Subsection 2.—Provincial Distribution of Mineral Production 

Provincial distribution of mineral production value showed only slight changes in 
1954 from the 1953 figures. Ontario still remained the leading producer with a 33-4 p.c. 
contribution to the total value of output (34 -9 p.c. in 1953). In 1940 this Province accounted 
for 49-4 p.c. by value of Canada's mineral production but this percentage has since 
steadily declined. In 1954 Ontario led in production of cobalt, copper, gold and nickel. 

Quebec and Alberta shared second place in production value in 1954 with 18-7 p.c of 
the total for each province and British Columbia, which at one time ranked second, came 
third with 10-7 p.c. production value. Alberta gained second place with its expansion of 

* The construction of this index, which is a component of the revised index of industrial production, is described 
in D B S Reference Paper, Revised Index of Industrial Production, 1985-51. 


